
 Table 24
PLAN PROVISIONS CONTROL POSTMORTEM DISTRIBUTION

OPTIONS BEFORE THE REQUIRED BEGINNING DATE

The plan may SPECIFY
the method of distribution.

§1.401(a)(9)-3, A-4(b)

Every beneficiary A spouse could be A Non-spouse All beneficiaries 
could be forced to allowed to use beneficiary could could be required

use Five-Year Rule General or Spousal be allowed to use to use either
Exception but all the General the General

others must  use the Exception but a Exception or, if 
Five-Year Rule a spouse would eligible, the 

CAUTION:  The Plan be limited to the Spousal Exception
Document May Require Five-Year Rule

Distributions At Anytime
BEFORE The End Of The   If NOT specified

Five Year Rule's Deadline. in the plan  

The plan may allow an ELECTION by the 
participant or beneficiaries to follow either

the Five-Year Rule or one of the exceptions.
§1.401(a)(9)-3, A-4(c)

If a timely ELECTION is NOT exercised   

The plan MAY SPECIFY one of the four combinations
shown above IF NO ELECTION has been made

by the participant or beneficiaries.
§1.401(a)(9)-3, A-4(c)

   Absent a plan provision
 OR in cases where an election was

  Not made and the plan is silent

Distributions must conform to one of two possibilities if a timely
election has not been made and/or plan provisions are absent.

§1.401(a)(9)-3, A-4(c)

If account has a DB If account does NOT have a DB

Distributions MUST conform Distributions MUST adhere
to the General Exception to the Five-Year Rule
or the Spousal Exception
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